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The Word became flesh and blood, and moved into the neighborhood. - John 1:14 

Just then a religion scholar stood up with a question to test Jesus. “Teacher, 
what do I need to do to get eternal life?”  Jesus answered, “What’s written in 
God’s Law? How do you interpret it?”  The scholar said, “That you love the Lord 
your God with all your passion and prayer and muscle and intelligence—and 
that you love your neighbor as well as you do yourself.”“Good answer!” said 
Jesus. “Do it and you’ll live!” - Luke 10:25-28 

God is already working in your neighborhood. Being a good neighbor simply 
means slowing down and being aware of what he is designing. By developing 
real relationships, you’ll find out how God is already moving in a person’s life. 
You’ll begin to overcome the fear that you once had and develop trust for one 
another.[location 765] 

Good neighboring is about helping to create a sense of community within your 
neighborhood. It’s about empowering people and breaking down walls. It’s 
about everybody doing something together for the common good. [location 1304] 

 

 

Take a look at this graphic. Image that the middle box in the chart is your house and the other boxes are the 
eight houses situated nearest to you—the eight households that God has placed closest to where you live.  

[I doubt your neighborhood is arranged like a tic-tac-toe board, so you may need to use your imagination.] 

In the other boxes, fill in the three 
subpoints within each box—a, b, and 
c—as follows:  

a—Write the names of the people who 
live in the house represented by the 
box.  

b—Write down some relevant 
information about each person, some 
data or facts about him or her that you 
couldn’t see just by standing in your 
driveway, things you might know if 
you’ve spoken to the person once or 
twice.  

c—Write down any in-depth 
information you know about each of 
the people. This could include details 
like their career plans or religious 
beliefs—the kind of information that 
comes from real conversation. 

http://www.bodyoakcliff.net/neighboring


The Great Commandment  

 What if the solution to our society’s biggest issues has been right under our noses for the past two 
thousand years? When Jesus was asked to reduce everything in the Bible into one command he said: 
Love God with everything you have and love your neighbor as yourself. What if he meant that we should 
love our actual neighbors? You know, the people who live right next door…  But the fact is,Jesus has 
given us a practical plan that we can actually put into practice, a plan that has the potential to change 
the world. The reality is, though, that the majority of Christians don’t even know the names of most of 
their neighbors.  [location 159] 

 If we say, “Everyone is my neighbor,” it can become an excuse for avoiding the implications of following 
the Great Commandment. Our “neighbors” become defined in the broadest of terms. They’re the people 
across town, the people who are helped by the organizations that receive our donations, the people 
whom the government helps. We don’t have to feel guilty, we tell ourselves. After all, we can’t be 
expected to really love everybody, can we?[ location 379] 

 If we don’t take Jesus’s command literally, then we turn the Great Commandment into nothing more 
than a metaphor. We have a metaphoric love for our metaphoric neighbors, and our communities are 
changed—but only metaphorically, of course. In other words, nothing changes. [location 390] 

 The Great Commandment is a matter of obedience to those who know and follow Jesus. We don’t love 
our neighbors so they will know Jesus; we love our neighbors because we already love Jesus and trust 
him. We are called to love our neighbors, even if our neighbors never show any interest in Jesus, because 
we have made Jesus our highest priority. [location 1233] 

TheObstacles and Our Need to Change  

 If we truly want to be great neighbors, we are going to have to make some adjustments. And that may 
mean God will call you to say no to some good things so you can focus on the things that are really 
important. [location 532] 

 Author John Ortberg has coined the phrase “hurry sickness.” As he says, “Love and hurry are 
fundamentally incompatible. Love always takes time, and time is the one thing hurried people don’t 
have.”[location 571] 

 Perhaps much of your time is focused on building relationships with others based primarily on 
convenience: soccer parents, co-workers, or a small group of longtime friends. And there’s nothing 
wrong with that. Quite frankly, if you’re working at all on building connections with others, working on 
these relationships is a step in the right direction. [location 577] 

 When is the last time you were accused of [attending an “immoral” party]? Has your character ever been 
questioned because you ate or drank with sketchy people? Not everyone in the neighborhood is cleaned 
up and easy to be around. We need to be willing to follow Jesus and choose to be with others in 
uncomfortable situations, because we can’t always expect people to come onto our turf; we must also 
be willing to enter their world.[location 864] 

 On the whole, we are convinced that we need to make a big splash to make a difference, just being a 
good neighbor isn’t that big a deal. But Jesus says being a good neighbor is exactly the kind of life that 
can change the world. This simple truth can change everything: small things matter. They really do. It 
doesn’t take a superhero to be a great neighbor.[location 935] 

 We want to be clear about something when it comes to the art of neighboring. This is not an evangelism 
strategy (or church growth strategy). And if evangelism is your only motive, then you won’t be a very 
good neighbor. However, if neighboring is done with the right posture, then people who don’t know God 
will most certainly come to know him. [location 1060] 

 We don’t love our neighbors to convert them; we love our neighbors because we are converted. 
[location 1102] 



The Strategic Value of Jesus’ Plan of Neighboring 

 “The majority of the issues that our community is facing would be eliminated or drastically reduced if we 
could just figure out a way to become a community of great neighbors.” – Bob Frie, Mayor of Arvada, 
Colorado [location 200] 

 Government programs aren’t always the most effective way to address social issues. [Our mayor] went 
on to say that relationships are more effective than programs because they are organic and ongoing. The 
idea is that when neighbors are in relationship with one another, the elderly shut-in gets cared for by the 
person next door, the at-risk kid gets mentored by a dad who lives on the block, and so on. [location 204] 

 The solutions to the problems in our neighborhoods aren’t ultimately found in the government, police, or 
schools or in getting more people to go to church.The solutions lie with us. It’s within our power to 
become good neighbors, to care for the people around us and to be cared for by the people around us. 
There really is a different way to live, and we are finding that it is actually the best way to live. [location 
241] 

 It’s common for churches to host big events and ask people to invite their friends. This is not a bad thing 
and, in fact, has been an effective way for people to share their faith with friends and neighbors who 
don’t know God. But at the same time, there are many people around us who will never attend one of 
these events. So it’s important for us to think about how we can go to the places where they already are. 
[location 305] 

 It’s difficult to quantify the results of good neighboring. What we do know is that when people get to 
know their neighbors, good things start happening. Real relationships are formed. And these 
relationships make a difference. Neighbors start to work together. They shovel driveways, get to know 
aging neighbors, notice strangers walking around, and help each other in a pinch. These small acts add 
up to something significant. [location 1896] 

Practical Steps to Neighboring  

 Start by looking around your own neighborhood. What problems do you see? The yard across the street 
is full of knee-high weeds. You know the husband just got laid off from work. Should you call code 
enforcement? Maybe the local government will be the one to help. Next door there are teenagers, and 
the smell of pot seeps out the windows on a nightly basis. You wonder if you should call the police. That 
will take care of the problem. Won’t it? There’s a family a couple of doors down with several children. It’s 
clear that none of them speak English very well, and you wonder if the kids are even in school. Should 
you contact someone in the school district? Surely they are equipped to handle this sort of problem. 
Aren’t they? These problems aren’t hypothetical; they likely exist just outside your front door. We can 
always hope that somebody else will handle them. But what if we could be part of the solution? And 
what if the solution is more attainable than we think? What if it all starts with getting to know the 
invisible neighbors that surround us? [location 168] 

 The first step to taking the Great Commandment literally is to move from stranger to acquaintance in 
your relationships with those who live nearest to you. Learning a person’s name is the first and easiest 
step you can take to become a better neighbor. Have you been able to fill in any more of the blank 
spaces on your block map since you first completed the exercise? If so, keep up the good work. If not, 
you should stop reading this book and go take a walk around your block.[location 805] 

 



 The people you don’t know by name are strangers. You might occasionally see them, and they have 
hopefully seen you, but the level of your interaction with them is minimal; perhaps it’s been only a wave 
from the car on the way to work in the morning. You may even know something about them, but the 
bottom line is if you don’t know their name, you really don’t know them.[location 802] 

 We wrote down the names we were learning on a simple block map that we taped to the side of the 
fridge. This may not seem like a big deal, but it was. Once we put the chart up where we could see it 
every day, we found ourselves thinking more and more about the neighbors that we knew by name and 
about the ones we needed to introduce ourselves to when the opportunity arose.[location 819] 

 The block map, as we now refer to it, is a tool that we believe in because it helps us remember names. It 
is also a tangible way for us to know if we are, at the very least, acquaintances with the people God has 
placed around us.[location 822] 

 When we use the term block party, we are talking about a party that is thrown by and attended by 
people who live on a specific block or group of blocks.[location 844] 

 Block parties are natural environments in which neighbors will often take steps from being 
acquaintances to actually being friends. Parties create space for us to talk to others we already know and 
to meet people we don’t.[location 846] 

 Here are several examples of ways you can connect with those who live closest to you:[location 984] 

o Baking/cooking 

o Playing sports 

o Watching sports or other 
shows on TV 

o Eating together 

o r 

 What does a friendly and ever-deepening conversation look like? We’ve noticed a pattern that often 
takes place over time. Conversations follow this pattern:  [location 1176] 

o First we talk about the things we can see, then basic personal information, later our dreams and 
desires, and after some time our regrets, losses, and pain. 

o How long have you lived here? Where did you grow up? What do you do for a living? Are you 
married? How long? Where did you guys meet? Do you have kids?  

o What do you love most about what you do? If you could do anything, what would you do? 

 Our dreams, desires, and pains are intertwined with our relationship with God. When we show where 
our story overlaps with our neighbor’s story, and with God’s story, then our neighbors might start 
wondering if their story might join God’s as well. [location 1200] 

 We must learn how to listen to our neighbors’ stories. When we are neighboring well, this will happen in 
a natural way. We won’t need to press them. Be available to enter into meaningful conversations with 
your neighbors, and God will open the door to further opportunity. [location 1174] 

 Can you think of someone on your block you know to be very hospitable? Is there a name that popped 
into your mind right away? If so, odds are this is a person of peace in your neighborhood. If you cannot 
currently identify someone like that in your neighborhood, we encourage you to ask God to direct you to 
such a person. [location 1610] 

 But as we have mentioned, working with others [a partner] is the best and smartest way to move 
forward. You can start small—just invite one person or one household into the process with you. 
[location 1906] 

 You can get started in your own neighboring effort by connecting with others on your block and 
beginning to neighbor well together. You might even want to share this book with a neighbor or two as 
you begin the journey. Initially it may seem more difficult to work with others instead of going it alone. [ 
location 1903] 

  



The Connected Body of Christ 

 Over time I realized that our weekly service was always going to have a limited impact in actually 
changing our community. I became convinced that no matter how much our church grew, a single 
congregation would never be able to truly transform our entire city. [location 260] 

 [Jesus] prayed that everyone who follows him would be one, that we would be brought to complete 
unity. Jesus has a burning desire for there to be unity among all believers. In fact, he tells us that there is 
something so sacred and beautiful about our oneness that it will draw people to God who aren’t in a 
relationship with him. This was the answer I was looking for to help facilitate lasting transformation in 
our city! [location 265] 

 Andrew described the spirit of unity he felt on his block when people from other churches joined 
together to neighbor well. He wrote: “In our neighborhood, we have two families at Faith Church, one at 
Spirit of Christ Church, and one at Grace Church. It certainly has been a blessing to discuss a shared-
sermon series like this one on neighboring! “ [location 1936] 

 As church leaders, we began to dream about what it would look like to start a neighboring movement 
among our people and in our city. We decided to come together and, with one voice, create a joint 
sermon series around the idea of taking the Great Commandment literally. Each church in our network 
held a three-week teaching series following Easter Sunday. We developed a few resources for the 
churches to use, such as video interviews, sermon outlines, and illustrations. [location 225] 

 When groups of like-minded people gather around kingdom causes, good things happen. [location 
1869] 

 As we began to do the math, we realized the scope of what we were doing was much bigger than we’d 
originally envisioned. Those seventeen thousand made up about eight thousand households in our 
community. So if each of those households made a commitment to build relationships with the eight 
households nearest them, more than sixty thousand families and 180,000 individuals could be impacted 
(allowing for some overlap). It dawned on us that by simply encouraging people to commit to creating 
block maps and throwing block parties, we could affect almost two hundred thousand people right in our 
own backyard. [location 1877] 

“Blessed to be a Blessing”…and Blessed 

 As we began to reach out to our neighbors, we quickly discovered that the benefits were far-reaching. 
We ended up being cared for by our neighbors as much, if not more, as we cared for them. We began to 
experience what it’s like to have a strong support system right outside our front door. We all have a need 
for genuine community, and nothing beats the frequency, availability, and spontaneity of connecting 
deeply with others who live nearby.  [location 106] 

 This simple plan also offers us a different kind of life. It’s a way of living that makes sense and brings 
peace to people’s souls. Whenever we center our lives around the Great Commandment and take very 
literally the idea and practice of loving our neighbor, there’s great freedom, peace, and depth of 
relationship that come to our lives. By becoming good neighbors, we become who we’re supposed to be. 
As a result, our communities become the places that God intended them to be. [location 280] 

 Often as we seek to love our neighbors, God changes us more than he changes them. Loving our difficult 

neighbors has the potential to transform us into the people God wants us to be. That is part of the genius 

of the Great Commandment. Living it out is not always easy, of course.  But it is always worth it! [location 

1827] 

  



For Your Consideration… 

 What is God’s design for your neighborhood? 

 

 What good things might happen if you truly got to know the people in your neighborhood and they 
got to know you? [location 194] 

 

 Do I live at a pace that allows me to be available to those around me? And if not, are all of the things 
I’m doing more important than taking the Great Commandment literally?[location 628] 

 

 What would it be like if we were to make a commitment to take the next step with each of our 
immediate neighbors this year?  

 

 What would it be like to make a commitment to throw at least one good block party every year, and 
then to sit back and see how God uses it on our block?[location 908] 

 

 Who are the two or three households in my neighborhood with whom I am already connected and 
could be a potential partner in this venture?  [location 1676] 

 

 Who are the “persons of peace” in your neighborhood? 

 

 

Scriptures 

 The Great Commandment (see Leviticus 19:18, Matthew 5:43, Matthew 22:39, Mark 12:31, Luke 
10:27, Romans 13:9, Galatians 5:14, James 2:8) 

 Parable of the Good Samaritan - Luke 10:25-37 

 John 17:15-18 - My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them 
from the evil one. They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. Sanctify them by the truth; your 
word is truth. As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world. 

 Luke 10: 1-2, 5-7a - After this Jesus appointed seventy-two others and sent them two by two ahead 
of him to every town and place where he was about to go. He told them, “The harvest is plentiful, 
but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest 
field…   “When you enter a house, first say, ‘Peace to this house.’ If someone who promotes peace is 
there, your peace will rest on them; if not, it will return to you.Stay there, eating and drinking 
whatever they give you…” 

 Matthew 5:14–16 - Jesus declared, “You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be 

hidden… let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your 

Father in heaven. 

Resources:  Check out www.bodyoakcliff.net/neighboring and www.theartofneighboring.com  
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My Block Map  



Neighborhood Party Ideas  


