
Holiday Neighboring 101! 
These next couple months provide an excellent opportunity to have neighbors over for a simple 
gathering.  Everyone loves to be remembered during the holidays, and hosting a simple event is 
a great first step toward knowing your neighbors. 

Three Easy Steps for Hosting a Gathering 

1. Set a date and invite your neighbors 

Make a simple invitation with your name, address, details of the gathering, and how to 
RSVP.  Delivering them by hand will give you the chance to meet your guests.    

2. Prepare a simple meal, hors d'oeuvres, or desserts 

Since the focus is on getting to know your neighbors, choose easy-to-prepare recipes that 
won’t distract you during the party.  Try making apple cider or hot chocolate on the stove or 
in a crock pot that people can help themselves to throughout the evening. 

3. Celebrate and enjoy! 

It’s easy to get caught-up in the details of hosting an event and to neglect your guests.  
Show your neighbors you’re there to serve by giving them your undivided attention and by 
leaving the bulk of cleaning up and other work for later.  Fun after-dinner activities might 
include watching a holiday-themed movie, or providing materials for kids to make Christmas 
cards or ornaments. 

Remember the purpose of holiday gatherings: not to add one more event to your calendar, but 
to have a good time with your neighbors and to make your home a place of ministry! 
 

A sample neighboring invitation…  

 

  



25 Simple Ways to be Missional this Holiday Season 
 

1. Help a neighbor put up their Christmas lights and décor 

2. Cook an extra Thanksgiving pie and give it to a neighbor 

3. Attend the holiday parties invited to by neighbors 

4. Pass around a reminder to neighbors to winterize their home and yard before a deep freeze 

5. Pass out baked goods (fresh bread, cookies, brownies, etc.) 

6. Invite neighbors over for holiday dinner 

7. Attend and participate in neighborhood association and HOA holiday functions 

8. Do a food drive or coat drive in winter and get neighbors involved 

9. Have a holiday game night (Christmas charades, Pictionary, etc.)  

10. Host a Bowl game watching party 

11. Host a holiday coffee and dessert night 

12. Organize and host a ladies cookie swap 

13. Host a holiday movie night and discussion afterwards  

14. Start a compost pile and allow neighbors to dump their compost 

15. Organize and host a holiday craft night 

16. Attend a local congregation’s Christmas service with your neighbors 

17. Organize an effort for neighbors to visit any homebounds/elderly in your neighborhood 

18. Collect items for a local nonprofit’s holiday drive (toiletries, gift cards, etc.) 

19. Go Christmas caroling in your neighborhood and invite neighbors in on it 

20. Host a Christmas card making party 

21. Invite neighbors to attend volunteer opportunities (e.g., serving at a shelter, etc.) 

22. Host a New Year’s Eve gathering for your neighborhood 

23. Volunteer to rake leaves for a neighbor 

24. Host a Christmas gift wrapping party  

25. Make a simple gift (e.g., hot cocoa mix) and give to your closest neighbors 

 

Adapted from “25 Simple Ways to be Missional in Your Neighborhood” 
www.vergenetwork.org/2011/08/23/25-simple-ways-to-be-missional-in-your-neighborhood/ 

and “25 More Ways To Easily Be Missional In Your Neighborhood” 
www.vergenetwork.org/2011/09/28/25-more-ways-to-easily-be-missional-in-your-neighborhood/ 

 

http://www.vergenetwork.org/2011/08/23/25-simple-ways-to-be-missional-in-your-neighborhood/
http://www.vergenetwork.org/2011/09/28/25-more-ways-to-easily-be-missional-in-your-neighborhood/

